
Find Lot in Elmwood 
A Guide 

 
The Elmwood Cemetery is laid out in an orderly fashion. 

The cemetery has hard pack and grass travel ways separating long columns of lots.  These columns are 

called ranges and are given a number label.  Range 1 is in the middle of the cemetery and the numbering 

of ranges continue to Range 6 next to the fence.   Range 7 is next to Range 1 and the numbering 

continues to Range 12 on the open field side of the cemetery. 

When Elmwood became a town cemetery in 1871,  Ranges 1-6 were divided into Sections One and Two 

and separated by a grass way. Section Two holds most of the pre-1871 burials.  When the cemetery was 

expanded, the entire lengths of Ranges 7 through 10 was called Section Three. The most recent 

expansion is Section Four and contains Ranges 11 and 12. 

Each of the section’s ranges are made up of numbered lots.  The numbering starts with lot closest to the 

main gate.  Generally speaking, the lots that are in the same section, are the same depth in each range.  

Thus all lots numbered 10 in Section One will be on the same straight line across that section. 

How to find a lot with examples 

Find the oldest death date in Elmwood.  Abagail (Arnold) Dow’s (1780-1824) grave is located at 2-3-22 ,  

This is Section 2, Range 3, Lot 22.   Entering the cemetery from the front gate and go straight into the 

burial area.  Range 3 is next to the hard pack travel way to the right (field side).  Section Two is nearest 

the gate. The last lot in Section Two, Range 3 is Lot 33.  Abagail’s grave should be a little more than half 

way down Range 3 in Section Two.  Her son erected a large memorial for his parents graves.  

My family plot is 4-11-36.  This is a little bit harder to find.  Look at the map, locate Range 11 and what is 

called Lot 38.   To get there from the entrance gate, follow the hard pack way to the right.  Range 8 is on 

the field side of this hard pack way.  There are wooden fence posts that mark the two grass travel ways 

on the right. Turn into the second grass way on the right just past the Lake family lot.  Notice there is a 

grass way between Ranges 11 and 12 marked by fence posts. Turn to the right towards the front gate.  

Apparently Lot 38 is part of the grass way.   Lot 37 is empty.  On your right, you should see a corner 

stones with a “C” and my wife’s sister’s paver stone near it. 

When I am looking for a specific lot, the range number is where I start.  I use the Elmwood Overview 

Map and a list of lots, arranged in lot order.  The map gets me in the general area.  The list helps me 

figure out where I am.  For example, I am looking for Abagail Dow but don’t know where 2-3-22 is.  I first 

find Range 3 on the map. The lot order list tells me it starts with a Kendall lot.  The same list says that a 

Crossman lot 2-3-21 comes before and a Priest lot 2-3-23 comes after it. If I happen to look over the 

Crossman stones, I might see another Priest lot in Range 2.  When I check my list, I see that it is in Lot 22. 

Since I can identify the surrounding lots, I know her location without seeing her memorial. 

I hope this helps in your search,   

Robert “Chris” Collman 
Franconia Cemetery Trustee 
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